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A BIG THANK YOU 
 

I want to express my appreciation to all the thoughtful people 
for the extra hours, hard work and donations that you put into 
our May 2nd Fund Raiser.  Our honored guest, Don Nielsen, 
P.P., 33rd Degree and El Bekal Recorder, was very surprised 
by the turn out and cherishes all the memorable awards that 
he received that night.  
 The list would be too long to mention all those wonderful 
people, Units, Clubs, outside vendors, El Bekal Office Staff 
and our guest who participated, to honor Don Nielsen I am 
most appreciative of everything everyone did. Your ideas 
seem as workable as they were useful. 
I want to acknowledge my special thanks to my two co-
chairmen and their wives, Beyn Schwing , and his lady 
Sharon;  and Mike Thomas and his lady Wilhelmina for the 
terrific job they did, and to my special lady, 
the love of my life and as most people 
say,”my better half” Barbara, for all her 
love and support for me throughout the 
years. 
Yours in the Faith, 
John R. Rider, H.P. & P. 
Event Chairman 

By Dale Edwards 
 

 Our May outing was to the beautiful Chula Vista 
Marina and RV Resort, just south of San Diego.   We had 17 
rigs pay ridiculous post Memorial Day fuel prices and drive 
down to enjoy the great weekend.  We had wonderful weather 
and Boomer (Phil) Smith provided plenty of champagne to 
celebrate his three-month-old wedding to Kathy.    Mel and 
Mary Hetzel were wagon masters and they ensured that we ate 
and drank as much as we could individually hold. President 
Bert was particularly helpful to those less physically mobile, 
giving rides in his car and even the car keys for rides to the 
clubroom and the local restaurant.  It was almost as if he was 
campaigning for votes to be president again next year.  Aud-
rey was not amused at that observation. 
 Hank Fuquay took the weekend off from his Angel 
Stadium duties and showed up in Chula Vista with his freshly 
detailed and waxed motorhome looking great. We did have 
one major problem during the weekend, and that was the rear 
tire blowout that Avis Edwards had on the 5 Freeway near 
Camp Pendleton.   It seems all the tires on the rig are over 12 

years old, and that’s way too long.   She had a stranger that 
stopped to help put on the spare tire and twist together a few 
damaged wires.  But when she got to the campground we found 
that some plumbing had also been damaged by the blowout so 
she couldn’t use the rig’s water system.    But she’s a real 
trouper and made the best of the weekend, and she even stayed 
an extra day or so to enjoy the place.   
 In mid June we gathered in Woods Valley, near Es-
condido, with Bob and Donna Lash as wagon masters.   This is 
a nice park that we have not been to in quite awhile, and we 
look forward to enjoying the rural big tree setting, many good 
friends, and lots of things to eat and drink.  In July we will be 
going to the Lake Elsinore West Marina and RV Park in a joint 
campout with San Diego’s Al Bahr Shrine RV group on the 
weekend of July 11.  That should be another big group and lots 
of fun.    Hank and Sally Fuquay will be wagon masters for the 
event.  
 And finally, one of you non-Nomads did read my 
humble writings and got off his duff and came to a campout.  
Shriner Norm and Cecilia Smith broke from their regular rou-
tine, retrieved their motorhome from their kids, and came to the 
Chula Vista campout with us.   They had a great time and 
asked for an application to become regular Nomad members.   
And they recommend that you also get out of your rut.   Just 
put in a call to President Bert Ekstrom at (714) 846-6551 or VP 
Mel Hetzel at (562) 598-9234 to find out the details of our next 
campout or dinner meeting.    

Pictured above is Wor. Arthur Salazar, Master of Irvine  
Valley Lodge greeting Wor. Krishnan Krishnan.  
 
Wor. Krishnan is a Past Grand Treasurer from the Grand 
Lodge of India 




